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refused to entertain Manuel's proposals for an offensive
alliance against Barbarossa*   His patience, which had with-
stood the disappointments of so many years of fruitless
Breach with negotiation, was exhausted by this final rebuff.   In his anger
Venice        with ^ Venetians he determined on revenge, and at last in
1171 he caused all the Venetians in Constantinople to be
arrested and their property confiscated.   The result of twelve
years of scheming was that he had gained no ally and had
made a dangerous enemy.

The Venetians hastily raised a fleet of 120 ships, which,
under the command of the doge, captured Ragusa and
plundered the shores of Greece and the Aegean islands. But
the doge then allowed himself to be drawn into negotiations
which dragged on for months; finally, plague attacked the
expedition and only a feeble remnant straggled back to Venice
in 1172.1 Manuel, however, was foolish enough to throw
And with away all the advantages of this good fortune. He had sought
of slcUy *ke aUiancc of ^e Norman king against Venice, and had
renewed the marriage proposal; everything was arranged,
and William II made all preparations to receive his bride.
Suddenly, in 1172, Manuel changed his mind; Frederick
Barbarossa had made an offer for Mary's hand for his own
son, and though the offer was probably not serious, Manuel
was deluded by it into breaking his agreement with the king
of Sicily. William suffered the indignity of waiting in vain
to meet his bride, and was naturally furious at the insult.
The result of Manuel's diplomacy was his own isolation. In
1178 Venice gained the support of Barbarossa in an attack
on Ancona, and though this was not successful the republic
in 1175 made a political and commercial treaty with the king
of Sicily, which was especially designed against the Eastern
Emperor* To pacify Venice, Manuel hud to accept its terms
and to restore all its old privileges at Constantinople. But he
could not pacify William II, who was planning his revenge,
nor Frederick Barbarossa, who in his turn began to negotiate
alliances to encircle the Eastern Emperor, and was successful
in coming to terms with the sultan of Iconium. The tables

* Popular indignation was vented on the doge, who was murdered. The
chief result of the expedition was a reform of the Venetian constitution:
the oligarchic control was strengthened, and increased limitations were placed
on the authority and power of initiative of the doge.